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The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Thursday, June 11, 2020, at 9 a.m.

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Our Father in heaven, may Your
name be praised. Lord, use our Sen-
ators today to permit justice to rule in
our land. Remind them that righteous-
ness exalts a nation, but sin is an equal
opportunity destroyer. As our law-
makers strive to do Your will, reward
their faithfulness. Illuminate their
hearts with Your wisdom and love.
Help them to remember that the entire
ethical requirement is fulfilled by lov-
ing your neighbor as you love yourself.
May this love for those in need hasten
the day when justice will roll down like
waters and righteousness like a mighty
stream. Continue to be our strength
and fortress, sustaining us with Your
amazing grace.

We pray in Your merciful name.
Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
LOEFFLER).

The Senator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent to speak for 1
minute in morning business, please.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

THE PRESCRIPTION DRUG PRICING
REDUCTION ACT

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President,
the virus pandemic underscores the
very vital contribution pharmaceutical
sciences make for our Nation’s public
health, our Nation’s economic pros-
perity, and our way of life. It also con-
firms that we need a policy solution to
treat soaring healthcare prices.

The American people want the best
medical cures at prices they can afford.
The Prescription Drug Pricing Act is a
winning solution. Let’s get it to the
President’s desk without delay. It will
help secure our American way of life in
a post-pandemic world for generations
to come.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

THE FIRST AMENDMENT

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
yesterday, I explained that we cannot

let the First Amendment become an-
other casualty of this troubled mo-
ment. No matter how charged the
issue, peaceful protests must be pro-
tected, from suppression by govern-
ments or hijackings by violent mobs.
In the United States of America, people
get to protest.

In our country, people also get to
worship. As 1 explained yesterday,
local officials cannot selectively en-
force health restrictions to privilege
some First Amendment gatherings
over others. If mayors are posing for
photographs in massive demonstra-
tions, there is no reason why small,
careful church services should stay
banned.

These are formal constitutional ques-
tions, but our American culture of free
expression and open debate is not only
threatened from the top down by the
government, it can also dry up from be-
neath.

If we are to maintain the civic dis-
course that has made us great, Amer-
ican citizens and American institutions
need to want it. In the last several
years, the New York Times has pub-
lished op-eds from Vladimir Putin, the
foreign minister of Iran, and a leader of
the Muslim Brotherhood. They have
published an essay arguing for greater
normalization of pedophilia. As far as I
know, none of those decisions occa-
sioned public revolts from the paper’s
staff, hand-wringing apologies from the
editors, or an overhaul of the mast-
head. Presumably, it was understood
that pushing the envelope and airing
disagreements are necessary in a free
market of ideas.
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